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press 
statement: 
FROM THE MINISTER FOR LABOR 
AND IMMIGRATION 
MR. CLYDE CAMERON 
EMBARGO: 8pm 8 September, 1974 
PROVISIONAL COMMONWEALTH EMPLOYMENT SERVICE STATISTICS 
AUGUST 1974 
There was a further significant downturn in the demand for labor during August. 
In seasonally adjusted terms, unemployed excluding school-leavers increased by 
22,720 (25,8%) to 110,891, and unfilled vacancies declined by 12,739 (20.9%) to 
48,186. Seasonally adjusted average hours of overtime worked per employee in the 
Department's Monthly Survey during July remained constant at 3.5 hours. 
This compares with an increase in unemployed excluding school-leavers of 17,300 in 
July and a decline in vacancies of 16,460 in the same month. 
i 
With 200,000 young people between the ages of 15 and 24 completing their full-time 
schooling at the end of the year, it is anticipated that 185,000 will be seeking to enter 
the workforce by January 1975. This must result in a significant deterioration in the 
employment situation. 
All States, but particularly Queensland and Western Australia, shared in the downturn and 
the effect was more noticeable in metropolitan than in non-metropolitan areas. At end-
August registered unemployed exceeded vacancies in all capital cities. 
A further feature of the movement in the unemployment figures during August was the 
particularly pronounced increase in male unemployment. Males accounted for about 
80% of the total increase during the month. 
Although there has been little appreciable downturn in the levels of business turnover, 
there is evidence that employers are reducing staff numbers to keep their total wage bills 
down to earlier levels. 
In actual, as distinct from seasonally adjusted terms, the number of unemployed registered 
with the Commonwealth Employment Service increased by 13,555 (14.5%) to 107,140 or 
1.82% of the estimated labor force; unfilled vacancies declined by 6,874 (13.6%) to 
43,649.. As in July, both movements were a reversal of the normal trend for this time of 
the year. 
The provisional statistics for each of the six States and Australia as a whole are set out in 
the attached tables. More detailed tables will be included in my Department's Monthly 
Review of the Employment Situation to be released on Monday 16/9/74. 
CLYDE R CAMERON 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
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TABLE A. Registered Unemployed 
Original Data Original Data 
(excluding school-leavers) 















New South Wales 36,281 + 4,135 35,246 +4,124 36,805 + 6,446 
Victoria 28,776 + 3,665 27,837 + 3,740 28,245 + 5,238 
Queensland 15,801 + 3,064 15,495 + 3,049 20,602 +6,227 
South Australia 10,447 + 806 10,082 + 813 9,936 +1,427 
Western Australia 11,318 + 1,566 11,098 +1,578 11,016 + 2,524 
Tasmania 4,517 + 319 4,295 + 329 3,997 + 392 
AUSTRALIA 107,140 + 13,555 104,053 +13,633 110,891 + 22,720 
TABLE B. Unfilled Vacancies 
Original Data Seasonally Adjusted Data 
State August Variation since August Variation since 
1974 previous month 1974 previous month 
New South Wales 17,981 -2 ,549 19,701 -5 ,328 
Victoria 14,413 - 3,667 16,909 -5,868 
Queensland 3,793 - 5 2 0 3,583 - 8 9 3 
South Australia 4,070 + 55 : 4,592 + 15 
Western Australia 2,459 - 6 9 2,728 - 4 5 7 
Tasmania 933 -124 1,099 -287 
AUSTRALIA 43,649 -6 ,874 48,186 -12,739 
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